
Dear family in Cannon Beach, 

I forgot that Thanksgiving was on the 4th Thursday of November. I was thinking 
it was the last Thursday, which it normally is. So we are a little late getting this 
out. But as they say, better late than never. 

Raquel and I have soooo much to be thankful for. We’d fill up many pages of 
thanksgiving items. We’ll just list a few that come first to our minds. 

1.    We continue to marvel at the great kids/students/Mangyan grandkids He 
put into our laps. They all are very interested in learning and we really 
don’t have any major issues with any of them. We’ve had some issues with 
a few of them in the past, but they themselves with God’s help have 
cleaned up their act. We really enjoy watching their relationships with each 
other. The other day I was thinking, these kids have so much fun together, 
both playing and helping each other out with their school work. It’s kind of 
like they are in a cool church camp – that doesn’t quit. And when they sing 
praises to God, I don’t think angels can do much better, thanks to their 
music teacher, Ma’am Phoebe. They also have fun singing along with me 
“Summertime, and the living is easy…” and “You gotta serve somebody”. I 
kind of jazz up the songs.  

2.    Thursday afternoon a city grader came to do our soccer field. We just 
finished the job at noon on Friday. While he was here I was walking up and 
down the old rice field guiding him. Thankful that I’m not bothered by the 
heat here. The soccer field now looks pretty good - ready for some real 
soccer – double the size we were playing on and more elevated, having 
dumped some 60 large truck loads of dirt on the field so we’d be able to 
play during the rainy/typhoon season. 

3.    We are grateful for the good health He has given us. All of us, including 
our stuff and these 28 students have been experiencing very good health. 
We even had a visitor last week, our dentist, who checked the teeth of all 
the kids and is willing to clean all their teeth for free, 4 at a time, starting 
this coming Tuesday, every morning at 8:30. I don’t think any of these kids 
have ever had their teeth cleaned. She found plenty of cavities in their 
teeth – I think all of them have a few, some have 6 cavities. Our nephew is 
willing to come and donate a day with our dentist here taking care of their 
cavities. 



4.    Very grateful for friends who have stayed with us for a week or more 
helping us teach these kids English. The last three who came also brought 
with them lots of good reading books for them. I spent an hour last night 
helping out a couple of the gals who were reading a story about a troll and 
a young lad. I was surprised at how much they understood, though they 
did ask me what a troll was. 

5.    Very grateful for our great staff, especially Erica, who approached us a 
couple of years ago to volunteer to help us with these Mangyan kids. She’s 
been a gold mine. Lately she’s been taking some of the kids with her to 
give a Bible study to some young elementary kids (big enough to be able 
to read) who live in really rundown huts by the beach. We had given a 
number of them a good Children’s Tagalog Bible, and they are very 
wanting Erica to come and teach them from the Bible. Erica told me 
yesterday that these little kids prayed that their group of around 10 could 
increase even more. LOVELY! Thank you Lord for giving these little ones by 
the beach that you put into our laps your Spirit of wanting to know more 
about you. 

6.    We could go on and on of all the many blessings He brought our way – of 
beautiful relationships we have with the church people here in our Bethany 
compound, of our great house He gave to us – with its great view, and 
even right next to the soccer field and our school classroom. (The girls had 
a sleep over on top of our roof Friday night – with the full moon – so 
grateful there was not wind or they would have froze.) But I’ll leave for 
now all we are thankful for here in San Jose, Mindoro and share of other 
things we are grateful for. 

7.    Grateful that our kids in the USA are doing well: Tim with his Aunt 
Inday/Marilyn and her family in Oregon, and Shoni, Michael, Jude and 
Jordyn in the Twin Cities. Jordyn now is around a year and a half and has 
learned what sounds the mouth can do and apparently is non-stop 
jabbering. Shoni and Michael though have not yet learned her 
language.    : )     She also apparently (unlike Jude) likes to be naughty – 
do what she knows she’s not supposed to do. Who says infants are 
innocent? They were born with the same defiant spirit we adults often 
have. Having written that, I was reminded of one of our students last night 
writing an assignment for a class and confirming with me the correct 
wording in English of Jesus filling us with His love. All the kids here know 
of His sacrifice and know that it is due to His blood that we now have a 



right relationship with our God the Father. Thank you Lord. We are also 
grateful that Raquel’s family, including her parents, are all healthy and 
doing well. 

8.    Grateful for all those who pray for us and help support our various 
ministries. Soooo grateful. Thank you Lord.  I was wondering if I stop here, 
but then noticed I have 8 items. Might as well make them 10.  : ) 

9.    Grateful that my country had a national holiday dedicated for a time of 
Thanksgiving. Praying that people in the USA will take time to actually give 
thanks to their creator. 

10.Grateful that many of the churches here in the Philippines have followed 
up on the Thanksgiving tradition of the USA and have their own 
Thanksgiving event. Some had it last week. Our church here at Bethany 
will have our Thanksgiving this afternoon. There is no church service in the 
morning in order to give time for families to cook for the evening meal 
after the afternoon church service. Raquel spent some of her time 
yesterday cooking brownies for the little ones of the church - a huge treat 
for them since one cannot find such a treat in the stores here – not near as 
good as what Raquel bakes. With that, I’m soooo grateful I have a talented 
wife in many ways and especially that she knows my Lord and Savior and 
we both have the same goals in life. Thank you Lord. 

Did not take me long to add another 2 to make it 10. I could go on and on. I 
think I’ll go up to our rooftop and enjoy the full moon and our great view and 
continue the thanksgiving.  

Praying you all are enjoying the life He has given you and that you also have a 
lot you can be thankful for. 

With you in Him, enjoying Him and grateful for all He has-done/is-doing/will-do 
for us, 
Kermit with Raquel Titrud 
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